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(1)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a surcharge of five dollars per instrument shall be charged by 
the county auditor for each document recorded, which will be in addition to any other charge authorized by law. 
One dollar of the surcharge shall be deposited in the county general fund to be used at the discretion of the 
county commissioners to promote historical preservation or historical programs, which may include preservation 
of historic documents. 
 
     (b) A surcharge of two dollars per instrument shall be charged by the county auditor for each document 
presented for recording by the employment security department, which will be in addition to any other charge 
authorized by law. 
 
(2) Of the remaining revenue generated through the surcharges under subsection (1) of this section: 
 
     (a) Fifty percent shall be transmitted monthly to the state treasurer who shall distribute such funds to each 
county treasurer within the state in July of each year in accordance with the formula described in RCW 
36.22.190. The county treasurer shall place the funds received in a special account titled the auditor's centennial 
document preservation and modernization account to be used solely for ongoing preservation of historical 
documents of all county offices and departments and shall not be added to the county current expense fund; 
and 
 
     (b) Fifty percent shall be retained by the county and deposited in the auditor's operation and maintenance 
fund for ongoing preservation of historical documents of all county offices and departments. 
 
(3) The centennial document preservation and modernization account is hereby created in the custody of the 
state treasurer and shall be classified as a treasury trust account. State distributions from the centennial 
document preservation and modernization account shall be made without appropriation.  
 
[2005 c 442 § 1; 1993 c 37 § 1; 1989 c 204 § 3.] 
 
Notes:      Findings -- 1989 c 204: See note following RCW 36.22.160. 
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Each county auditor is hereby authorized to provide for the installation and thereafter for the maintenance of an 
improved system for copying, preserving, and indexing documents recorded in the county. Such a system may 
utilize the latest technology including, but not limited to, photomicrographic and computerized electronic digital 
storage methodology. The initial installation of the improved system shall include the following: 
 
     (1) The acquisition, installation, operation, and maintenance of the equipment provided for in the definition 
above; and 
 
     (2) The establishment of procedures for the continued preservation, indexing, and filing of all instruments and 
records that will, after the effective installation date, constitute a part of the improved system.  
 
[1989 c 204 § 2.] 
 

Notes: 
Reviser's note: 1989 c 204 § 7 directed that this section be added to chapter 36.18 RCW. This placement appears 
inappropriate and the section has been codified as a part of chapter 36.22 RCW.  
Findings -- 1989 c 204: "The legislature, finding in this centennial year that many old documents recorded or filed with 
county officials are deteriorating due to age and environmental degradation and that such documents require preservation in 
the public interest before they are irreparably damaged, enacts the centennial document preservation act of 1989." [1989 c 
204 § 1.] 


